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To	those	who	nurture	art.



Forward

In	my	first	book,	Plain	Air,	I	went	into	detail	about	the	creative	process	and	the

mechanics	of	drawing	cartoons.	In	Breathing	Plain	Air,	I	left	out	the	the	technical

details,	enlarged	earlier	cartoons,	and	added	many	new	ones.	I	continue	to	draw

cartoons	regularly,	though	I	have	abandoned	my	self-imposed	weekly	schedule	and

draw	them	as	ideas	come	to	me.	My	original	intent	was	to	work	on	a	schedule	as	if

I	was	in	syndication.	“Ha!”	

The	COVID-19	pandemic	changed	in	my	drawing	process.	Previously,	I	drew

cartoons		in	an	artists’	workshop	on	card	stock	with	a	brush-pen,	scanned,	and

finished	them	with	Inkscape	scaleable	vector	graphics	software.	Due	to	the

pandemic	the	sponsors	closed	the	workshop,	so	now	I	do	all	my	work	in	my	home

studio.	I	still	use	Inkscape	in	the	process,	but	use	both	ink	and	digital	technology.

Though	my	theme	remains	“art	and	artists”	I	have	slipped	in	a	few	cartoons	that

are	a	“stretch.”	So,	please	breathe	deeply	and	enjoy	Breathing	Plain	Air.			

	

	



First	Plain	Air	cartoon,	November,	2015



Then	I	discovered	color...
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Being	an	artist	can	make	you	rich	and	famous...
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...or	not.



	114	



	115	



	116	



	117	



	118	



	119	



	120	



	121	



	122	



	123	



	124	



	125	



	126	



	127	



	128	



	129	

	 I	am	happy	to	end	this	book	with	a	drawing	of		The	Art	Fairy.	At	the	end	of	the

day	painting,	drawing,	sculpting,	or	whatever,	the	artist	falls	into	bed	disgusted	and

discouraged	with	his	or	her	work	vowing	to	never	make	art	again.	During	the	night,

The	Art	Fairy	comes	down	from	the	sky	and	works	on	the	project.	In	the	morning,	the

artist	wakes	up,	sees	the	work,	and	says,	"Hey,	that's	not	too	bad!"
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Biography

Richard	(Dick)	Zunkel	was	born	and	raised	in	downstate	Illinois.

He	attended	Bradley	University	in	Peoria,	Illinois	and	graduated	with	a

BS	degree	in	Machine	Design	Technology.	with	a	minor	in	art.	He

continued	his	art	studies	at	Wingate	College,	(now	a	university)	in

North	Carolina,	and	the	San	Francisco	Art	Institute.	He	is	a	member	of

the	Santa	Clara	Valley	Watercolor	Society	and	exhibits	his	paintings	at

Bay	Area	shows	and	sales.	He	has	taught	watercolor	painting	in	a

workshop	environment.

Dick	had	a	long	career	in	the	builders	hardware,	electronic

security,	and	door	automation	industries	and	was	awarded	several

patents.	He	retired	in	2007	to	realize	his	long	held	dream,	to	devote	his

time	and	energy	as	an	artist.	His	interest	in	cartooning	goes	back	to

childhood.	He	was	an	avid	reader	of	"Mad"	magazine	and	fan	of	artist

Don	Martin.	He	has	always	been	a	compulsive	"doodler"	but	only	took

up	drawing	cartoons	seriously	in	November	of	2015.

Dick	and	his	wife	Salinda	make	their	home	in	Northern

California's	"Silicon	Valley."		They	travel	extensively	and	paint	"plein

air"	at	locations	worldwide.	
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