
Breathing	OutPlain	Air	Cartoons	2020	-	2022

by	Dick	Zunkel

"Plain	Air"	had	its	roots	at	a	Stanford	University
cafeteria	on	a	rainy	day	following	a	plein	air
painting	session	when	artist	Uma	Kelkar
demonstrated	a	brush	pen.	In	late	2015,		Dick
Zunkel	began	drawing	cartoons	in	a	Los	Gatos,
California	art	workshop.	At	the	outbreak	of
COVID	he	moved	to	his	home	studio.	"Breathing
Out"	series	contains	cartoons	from	mid-2020	to
mid-2022.	Most	of	the	cartoons	in	this	book
appeared	in	the	Santa	Clara	Valley	Watercolor
Society	website	and	newsletter.	A	few	are
previously	unpublished.	
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Forward
The	years	2020	and	2022	were	dark	days	as
COVID	19	spread	across	the	world.	The
Santa	Clara	Valley	Watercolor	Society
canceled	nearly	all	gatherings.	"Zoom"
became	the	platform	for	demonstrations.
Yet,	the	newsletter	and	web	site	continued
on	as	"normal"	After	a	five	year	run,	"Plain
Air"	has	retired.This	book	contains	the
cartoons	from	those	dark		years.	

Dick	Zunkel























































































It	has	been	a	enjoyable	ride	drawing	"Plain	Air"
since	2015.	I	have	some	people	to	thank,	Uma
Kelkar,	Jen	Norton,	Leslie	Grimm,	Tanvi	Buch,
and	the	painters	and	leaders	of	our	plein	air
paintouts	who	were	the	inspiration	for	many	of
my	cartoons,	and	the	membership	of	the	Santa
Clara	Valley	Watercolor	Society.	I	also	want	to
thank	the	contributors	to	Inkscape	for	their	fine
software	and	upgrades	and	my	wife	Salinda,	who
endured	my	sitting	in	front	of	a	computer	for
hours	creating	"Plain	Air."	OK,	I'm	getting	old
and	forgetful,	so	if	I	didn't	acknowledge	an
important	contributor,	I	apologize.	

Dick	Zunkel



Behold,	the	Art	Fairy,	who	comes	in	the	night
and	repairs	bad	paintings.



Thank	you	from	the	gang	at	Plain	Air
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